Address by David Folsom to William Ward

Sir,

It has pleased the Great Spirit, that the “beloved men” of two Council
Fires should meet and sit together under this white house. We salute Col.
Ward, as the Messenger of our Great Father. Our first Father, General
Washington, loved all his white children, and all his poor red children. He
always gave us good counsel. We loved his words. Our Great Fathers who
succeded him, have given us good counsel. We have loved their counsel and
followed it. We have begun to increase a little in knowledge and in industry.
We were always friends to the American people. We have lived in peace with
them. Our chain of friendship has never been broken, nor has it grown rusty.
When they told us that they had an enemy, and wished our help, poor and
weak as we were, we assembled our warriors and went forth to the battle.
When the Americans shed the blood of their enemy, we shed their blood too.
And when the Americans’ blood was shed, our blood was shed also. We were
true friends to them. We have lived under the wing of our Great Father. We
still wish to live there. We salute you in a few words. We have not a long talk
to give you. If Col. Ward has any thing which he wishes to say to us, we will
hear him. If he has not, we will attend to our own business. We shall remain
here under this Council House two or three days. At any time when he wishes
to talk to us, we will listen to him. This is all.
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